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STATE FORESTS 22, 23 AND 25 

Partial Revocation of Dedication — Council’s Resolution 
Message from the Council requesting concurrence in the following resolution now considered — 

That the proposal for the partial revocation of state forests 22, 23 and 25 laid on the table of the 
Legislative Council on Tuesday, 10 November 2009 be carried out. 

Motion to Concur — Consideration in Detail 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: I move —  

That the Legislative Assembly concur with the resolution of the Legislative Council for the partial 
revocation of state forests 22, 23 and 25. 

The partial revocation that we are dealing with in this message relates to three areas. I will give members some 
background about area 1. As part of the Water Corporation’s Canning Dam remedial works project, the Water 
Corporation has requested an excision from state forest 22 to allow the dedication of Canning Dam Road. The 
road was constructed several decades ago, but formal dedication has not been pursued until now. Five severances 
are proposed to be excised, with a combined area of eight hectares.  

Mr M. McGowan: I can see why this is urgent and why we must do it today! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Well, it has been hanging around — 

Mr M. McGowan: You’re dead right! 

Mr F.M. Logan: Not another day should pass! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: We need to get this tidied up. That is why we were very happy to postpone this matter until 
this afternoon so that the member for Cockburn could be part of this debate. 

Area 2 concerns the proposed excision of 0.59 hectares from state forest 23, situated approximately two 
kilometres west of Dwellingup. The excision is sought by the Shire of Murray to allow the dedication of an 
existing private property access route, known as Briggs Close, to formalise access to lots 941 and 942. 

Area 3 concerns a request from the Shire of Murray for the excision of two hectares of state forest 23, located 
about one kilometre north west of Dwellingup, to allow the dedication of Warren Road. The proposed excision 
was referred to the former Department for Planning and Infrastructure, the Forest Products Commission, the then 
Department of Environment, the former Department of Industry and Resources and the then Soil and Land 
Conservation Commission in the then Department for Agriculture, and the Western Australian Planning 
Commission, for comment. There were no objections from those agencies, and we have no objections. The only 
condition imposed related to compliance with the clearing regulations should any further clearing of native 
vegetation be desired. The shire has confirmed that it will observe this condition. The then Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure advised that native title has been addressed. The Conservation Commission of 
Western Australia, the vesting body for state forest, has endorsed both these proposed revocations. I recommend 
the revocation proposal to the house.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: We will be supporting this revocation, minister. However, in line with the comments that I 
made in response to Legislative Council message 71, I ask that the minister also give a commitment to pass on 
the displeasure of the house—I cannot say to the water board, because I think the water board has moved on a bit 
since that time—to the chief executive officer, or relatively new chief executive officer, of the current agency 
that is responsible for these matters, which I think we will find is the Water Corporation rather than the 
Department of Water. I say that because should the Water Corporation want in the future to build a road through 
state forest, it would have to seek a revocation of state forest for that purpose. Therefore, I would ask minister, in 
keeping with the message that will be sent to Main Roads, to send a similar message to the Water Corporation. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I join with the member for Cockburn in his comments about agencies that infringe upon 
some of our wonderful state forest to construct a road without the authority of the Parliament, and then seek 
retrospective approval for that action. I believe the minister should track down whoever was the chief executive 
officer or managing director of the then metropolitan water and sewerage board, or whatever it was called. I 
want the minister to scour the nursing homes of Western Australia to find that person. I want the nursing homes 
to be scoured so that this individual can be hunted down and be given the —  

Mr R.F. Johnson: He may well not be with us! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He may well not be with us! If that is the case, I want his—or her—children to receive this 
piece of correspondence about the displeasure of this Parliament at that action. I think that would be a fair and 
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reasonable way forward. I want that person to know that Parliament has primacy over government agencies, and 
that we are ones who make the rules around here. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: The serious parts of that discussion are noted.   

Question put and passed; the Council’s resolution agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly. 
 


